
January 3, 2012 

 

Assemblymember Wesley Chesbro 

710 E. Street, Suite 150 

Eureka, Ca 95501 

 

Senator Noreen Evans 

710 E. Street, Suite 150 

Eureka, Ca 95501 

 

 

Dear Assemblymember Chesbro and Senator Evans: 

 

I am devastated by the inequitable cuts that the state legislature approved in the Tier 2 school transportation 

cuts. Cutting school transportation funding means unequal cuts across districts.  Rural districts are 

overwhelmingly impacted by the mid-year cuts to school transportation, particularly since there are no rural 

public transportation services that families can turn to in order to get their children to school and home from 

school. Southern Humboldt Joint Unified School District covers over 773 square miles; and, with only 772 

students enrolled as of Jan 2, 2012, student density is 1 student per square mile.  Ninety percent of the 

children enrolled in the Southern Humboldt Unified School District depend on school-provided 

transportation. There is only one secondary education site in the entire district. Without school-based 

transportation, student enrollment will drop precipitously. After-school activities, such as supervised 

homework sessions, remedial education, and school-based athletics or fine/performing arts activities are 

equally at risk of closure.   

 

In the rural areas traveled by students in southern Humboldt County, the roads are narrow, with little or no 

shoulders.  The roads are also steep, winding, and sharply curving – it will be significantly more dangerous to 

have 50 or even more private vehicles traveling those roads, as opposed to yellow buses with highly trained 

drivers.  Between financial hardship and work, many families will not be able to transport their children to 

and from school.  Because of school configurations, many families have students in multiple schools, miles 

apart.  

 

Southern Humboldt Joint Unified School District provides 1,205 miles/day (216,956 miles/year) of 

transportation services to students, which combined with special education transportation, costs the district 

$1,386,605/year.  This $710,466 cut to our transportation budget stops our ability to transport students to and 

from school, and with more than 51% of our students on free and reduced meals, these cuts fall 

disproportionately on students from low-income families in rural California.  

 

We, as well as other schools in California, are deficit spending, due to funding cuts to education in these hard 

economic times; but, this newest cut makes education an impossible task. We desperately need you to 

introduce legislation that would provide relief for those school districts like Southern Humboldt Joint Unified 

who are disproportionately affected by the mid-year transportation budget cuts. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 


